exorbitant rents from the workers' wages. Regulations were drawn up
for the tenants who were then fined outrageously for any violations.
The workers were under constant surveillance and could not leave the
factory grounds even after work hours or on holidays without obtain-
Ing permission from their overseers. The textile workers who had not
yet broken their ties with the village, working in the mills only in
winter and returning to the village in the spring to till the fields, were
in the worst position of all.

The monstrous exploitation of the workers yielded the manu-
facturers huge profits. In Russia, as everywhere else, capitalism bat-
tened on the bones and blood of the workers.

50. FOREIGN POLICY OF T&VRISM IN THE 'SIXTIES
AND 'SEVENTIES

Tsarism's International Position after the Crimean War.  The

failure of the Crimean War put an end to tsarism's supremacy in Eu-
ropean politics. Though still maintaining its rote of Europe's gendarme
tsarism gradually became the instrument of West European capital.
It no longer held a commanding position among the Western European
states.

Russia's foreign policy was aimed at casting off the humiliating
clauses of the Treaty of Paris of 1856, under which she was not allowed
to maintain a war fleet in the Black Sea, build military naval yards,
arsenals and coastal fortifications. Counting on German help, tsarism
in 1863 concluded a convention with Prussia which had supported
Alexander II during the uprising in Poland. In turn the alliance with
Russia helped Prussia win the wars, against Austria and Prance and,
create a united German empire in 1871.

The tsarist government took advantage of Prance's defeat in the
Franco-Prussian War of 1870 to declare itself no longer bound by .the
limitations of Eussia's right of securing her defences in the Black
Sea imposed by the Treaty of Paris (1856). England's protest against
the breach of the Treaty of Paris was not supported by the other coun-
tries. The London Conference of Powers in 1871 annulled those clauses
of the Paris Treaty to which Bussia objected (with the exception of
the convention on -the Aland Islands prohibiting the construction
-of fortresses on them which remained in force, until 1914)v

A reactionary alliance of Russia, Germany and Austria was formed
in 1873 to combat the international revolutionary movement which
had become a seriotis menace to the capitalist world after the Paris
Commune..

The alliance of the three emperors, however, was necessarily of
brief duration owing to the serious contradictions which existed among
its signatories.